@Congress of the nited States
Washington, BE 20515

June 14, 2017

The Honorable Paul Ryan The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker Minority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
H-232, The Capitol H-204, The Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Ryan and Leader Pelosi:

We write to express our strong opposition to President Trump’s assault on the salaries and
pensions of middle class federal employees, retirees, and their families to pay for tax cuts for
billionaires, as proposed in his Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 budget request. We urge you to reject these
destructive proposals and block any similar measures from being considered on the House floor.

We strongly oppose the four policy changes President Trump has proposed, which would
take away $149 billion from middle class federal employees and retirees in total. Specifically, the
President has proposed increasing the amount federal employees pay toward their retirement fund,
which is tantamount to a pay cut. He also calls for reducing by half a percent the COLA for Civil
Service Retirement System beneficiaries, and completely eliminating COLAS for current and future
federal retirees in the Federal Employee Retirement System (FERS). It should be noted that by
law, FERS COLAs are already required to be reduced below what is provided under Social Security.

Additionally, the proposal calls for basing future retirement benefits on the average of the
highest five years of salary instead of the current three, further reducing benefits for hardworking
middle class families. Finally, it calls for eliminating the supplement for employees who retire
before they can start collecting Social Security at age 62. These enhanced benefits largely support
our federal law enforcement officers, firefighters, and air traffic controllers who are forced to retire
early due to the physically demanding nature of the job.

Worse, the President’s proposal would affect all current retirees and employees, rather than
making changes on a prospective basis. This breaks a promise to current federal employees and
retirees. We should not alter policies that families have planned their lives around, particularly
when it affects current retirees with limited ability to make up for unforeseen reductions in expected
income.

Federal employees have already paid dearly for the cause of deficit reduction. They were
subject to a three-year pay freeze from 2011 through 2013, which the nonpartisan Congressional
Budget Office (CBO) estimates will save $98 billion over ten years. From 2014 through 2016,
federal employees received pay raises lower than what is required by law, yielding $62 billion in
savings for deficit reduction, per CBO. Congress has twice increased required employee
contributions to the federal retirement programs, essentially cutting workers’ take home pay, for
another estimated $21 billion in savings. And in 2013, over 750,000 federal employees were
furloughed due to sequestration cuts, which is estimated to have cost federal employees over $1
billion in lost wages in 2013 alone. In total, these shared sacrifices by federal workers have helped
reduce the deficit by no less than $182 billion since 2010.
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Adding insult to injury, due to the government shutdown in 2013, over 800,000 federal
employees were indefinitely furloughed and another 1.3 million were forced to report to work
without known payment dates, through no fault of their own. An irresponsible Congress foisted
this terrible frustration and uncertainty on our federal workforce and their families because of
partisan brinksmanship.

No other group of Americans have been asked to sacrifice more for the sake of deficit
reduction. We cannot balance the budget on the backs of the federal workforce, and we should not
try. Our federal employees have made major contributions to this effort and should not continue to
be singled out for harsh financial sacrifice.

Further, enacting these proposals would harm the nation as a whole. Every day, federal
workers serve the American people by protecting us from foreign and domestic threats, disease,
and dangerous work conditions. They connect the public to the old age and disability benefits they
are eligible for, and care of our wounded warriors. They make sure that people receive fair and
impartial justice, facilitate safe air travel, and help keep our air and water clean. Across the nation,
federal employees perform a vital service to the American people every day.

These are highly skilled and dedicated public servants. Taking their pensions away and
gutting their pay would have the effect of pushing those skilled people out of the civil service and
impairing the recruitment of new talent.

After dedicating their careers to public service, federal employees and retirees deserve much
better from us. Therefore, we will oppose any effort to balance the budget on the backs of public
servants, and we urge you to stop legislation from being brought to the House floor that would
undermine and demoralize our federal workforce.

Sincerely,
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JAMIE RASKIN \ GERALD E. CONNOLL
Magiber of Congress Member of Congress
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E. CUMMINGS

STENY HOYE
Member of Congre Mgmber of Congress



ALMA S. ADAMS
Member of Congress

ONALD S. BEYER JR.
Member of Congress

BRENDAN F. BOYLE
Member of Congress
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ROBERT A. BRADY
Member of Congress

SALUE 0. CARBAJAL

Member of Congress

DAVID N. CICILLINE
Member of Congress
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ETTE D. CLARKE
ember of Congress

OY({® BEATTY
ember of Congress

SUZ E BONAMICI
Member of Congress

EARL BLUMENAUER
Member of Congress
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ANTHONY G. BROWN
Member of Congress
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MATT CARTWRIGHT
Member of Congress

STEVE COHEN
Member of Congress



JOE COURTNEY
Member of Congress

OMJ‘Q //fk /A‘Ntz’\
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Member of Congress Member of Congre

Lo L -

DIANA DEGETTE JOHN K. DELANEY

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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VAL BUTLER DEMINGS MARK A ER

Member of Congress Member of Congress

MIKE DOYLE A G. ESHOO
Member of Congrgés Member of Congress
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ADRIANO ESPAILLAT DWIGHT EVANS

Member of Congress Member of Congress



BILL FOSTER MARCIA L. FUDGE N
Member of Congress Member of Congress

RUBEN GALLEGO
Member of Congress
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LUIS V GUITI CEE L. HASTINGS
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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DENNY H K BRIAN HIGGINS
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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PRAMILA JAY U/ 'HAKEEM JEFFRIES
Member of CongfeSs Member of Congress

MARCY TUR ‘l ﬁLIAM R. KEAM

Member of Congress Member of Congress



%OB L.KELLY RO KHANNA
ember of Congress Member of Congress

RERFK KILMER &/ BRENDA L. LXWRENCE
Member of Congress Member of Congress

BARBARA LEE SANDER
Member of Congress Member of C¥hgress
ALAN LOWENTHAL

Member of Congress
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ember of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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GWEN MOORE
Member of Congress
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RACE F. NA®OLITANO
ember of Congress
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DONALD NORCROSS
Member of Congress
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DONALD M. PAYNE JR.
Member of Congress
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NETTA
ber of Congress

é PEéiéMUTTER

Member of Congress

CEYP
Member ot Congress

OLD NADLER
ember of Congress
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RICHARD M. NOLAN
Member of Congress

ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
Member of Congress
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FRANK PALLONE JR.
Member of Congress

BILL PASCRELL JR. S

Member of Congress
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CHELLIE PINGREE
Member of Congress
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MARK POCAN—>
Member of Congress
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CEDRIC L. RICHMOND
Member of Congress
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JPHN SARBANES
ember of Congress

BRADLEY?. SCHNEIDER
Member of Congress

ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT
Member of Congress
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SE E. SERRANO
ember of Congress

LOUISE SLAUGHTER
Member of Congress
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PAUL D. TONKO
Member of Congress

GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO

SABLAN
Member of Congress

SCHAKOWSKY
ember of Congress

CAROL SHEA-PORTER
Member of Congress
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“DAVID SCOTT
Member of Congress
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DINA TITUS
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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NYDIA VELAZQUEZ \

Member of Congress
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PETER WELCH
Member of Congress
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JOHN YARMUTH
ember of Congress
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TULSI GABBARD
Member of Congress
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MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ
Member of Congress

"R Wkt i Crlima

BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN
Member of Congress

FREDERICA S. WILSON
Member of Congress
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RAUL M. GRIJALVA
Member of Congress
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TED W. LIEU
Member of Congress
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DAVID PRICE
Member of Congress
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THOMAS R. SUOZZI
Member of Congress




NANETTE DIAY BARRAGAN
Member of Congress
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ROSA L. DELAURO
Member of Congress
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MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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MAXIME WATERS
Member of Congress
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Mermbér of Congress
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BEN RAY LUJAN
Member of Congress

KA FHERINE CLARK

Member of Congress
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DORIS MATSUI
Member of Congress

ADAM SMITH =
Member of Congress



